RAMSAR WETLANDS OF THE MONTH

The Everglades
An Historic Treasure
Although the Everglades contain the proverbial swamp many people
associate with it, nine distinct habitats have been identified in the area
and the landscape remains dynamic. It is technically the land in
Florida covered by a 40-mile-wide shallow river, flowing southwest
at the slow rate of about a quarter mile per day. The waters of the
Everglades once flowed freely across South Florida from the Kissimmee
River to Lake Okeechobee and further southward over low-lying lands to
the estuaries of Biscayne Bay, the Ten Thousand Islands, and Florida Bay.
This sheet of water once covered almost 11,000 square miles, creating the
mosaic of habitats the Everglades encompasses today.
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Despite problems common to many wetlands pollution, contested water flow regimens, and
invasive species - the Everglades remain
synonymous with the term “wetlands” for many
Americans. The area also plays an extremely
important role in municipal, industrial and
agricultural water supply, flood protection, and
sports and commercial fishery.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
www.nps.gov/ever/index.htm
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